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'POLLUTION CLEANUP CRACKDOWN

Judge takes personal role in monitoring watershed work

. ByJIMONEILL
. A Superior Court, judge yester-

day ordeved an amedidte cldaup af

harardous pollutanty o 3n tnder- .
méé’m?mfii rleiin

round rédert ftéf eriticizing -
e "$tate and two chemical compa-
viej lor failing 16 gel the Job done,

p T .
.« Judge €, Judson Hambin, sitt
mvygﬁﬁfmwﬁ%fw Toé bpare

said

> U E? 4.
operation, but snid he
} s abllity

tves Parth Anghoy, .

. Io.additlon, two companies hold
spcm o i sl e
Industriés snd Control & Pollation

denees (CPS), both located ear the -
wateribod, were ordercd 1o pay-
milliof 19 the DEPE. 2
paying: as- féeded, th";

, . ‘Bl
has Titfle j};ﬁupm:he 40

0 4o 1 b-.m;@i'ﬂ.e.scﬁ .
:g:trﬁ s progréss’ {0 The dotri each
-1t 18 an unusual.move for the
sourt to; become ux;et.:ng involved in
e clesnup, Ramlin said: %I don't dev
sire o be o s;q?g.rygsm of she“clennup
o8, bub AT don't: do-if: It en't

Joing to'fet dong. ' -,
= s ‘;fﬁﬁ%} B DEPE aud
wo. com 03 tor & 10 obq
Ut ordgt‘; assor flhc“.sEBE‘wa{:
'giving the store awdy” by stlempt.
3 o, renegoliate closnuy plags with
he "companies ‘rathior’ than entorce
B Skl basted e ¢
alse plas & two
ez i O it o
ts ahead of theif cleatinp tespansibi-
ities, asserting the Litns *have done
5 Little as possible, as ¥lo'ly as pose
Ible and “ag cteaply’ as possible”
B o T e 7
€. L) 9. AN o
10ve 1 ‘variely of hazardgus poflut-

Lty
e

wials such 95 zing, lead ahd &
T

- Rather than pursiie the cleanup,
1e DEPR allowed the’sompanies $o
lter cleanup efforts, ond the comps--
leg engaged -in & Variery of taoties
ng courtroom tigatian to’délay the
ork, the judgesaid, - .

-Amgng provisions of ‘court o
ord jssued ,ing?,lu and 1988 yere di-
2etlvad“to- install. an. uridorgroupd
‘all 1o cpntin‘gollution: obtain hond-

b will' personally ‘monitor the .

¢ talé o

ing to ensire that money would be
available for eleanup, and realign
nated arcas, the judge said, adding
that none of these provisions was ever
implemented.

He gald it 8 “astounding” that
“the parties have treated thosé (court
arders) with little or no respect (and)
were negotiating shorily thereafter 1o
abandon” the terms of those orders.

The court orders since have becn
rendered “meaningtoss” begause the
{oll,ut_lon has spread beyond the pop.

lons of the watershed that were in-
tended to be protected, Hamlin sald.

As 8 result, pollution first dig.
covered in 1971 in six wells continued

- Prickeit's Brook to bypuss contamiis

b0 spread and now threalens ene of

{ :several wells that continge to provide

nlg, Including ofganics and hca? .arl
g

nking water to Perth Amboy, the
Judze said. N .

He grdered a sories of immedi-
ate remedial steps 1o prevent pollut.
ion trom reaching the working wells,
and sald he will' schedule an addis
tional court hearing to decide a long-

term eleanrup gtrategy. os wel a3
Ltonsider

should be beld in contempt tor falling

whether the companfes
10 abey the prier cleanup ordesy.

- Hamlin’s orders came {ollowing
a four-week trial called by the judge

A'\'rtew of the entrance to Perth Amboy's groundwatar rechar
terday orgered an i

after Perlh Ambov filed a lawsuit
charﬁmg the companics failed to
comply with the prior court orders
The Iawsuit seeks to hold the compa-
nies in contempt and asked the court
10 place Perth Amboy and the DEPE

“incharge of the cleanup.

Hamlin deetined to place Perth
A.mbtgy in charge. asserting dhat the
city cots not have the fmances or
legal autharity to pursue the cleanup
However. he” comtuncnded city offi.
clalg for filing the lawsnit, assemng
the D the companies wop)
continue to lag without court inter-
vontion.
~ Hamlin sald be ordered the re
medial steps “in the interests of the
public health" and ln an effort to
stem the pollution before it reaches
the working well,

Included 18 a requircment that
the DEPE, within rine months, install
& “packed stripping tower” at wwe
working well to remove bonzens and
chlorobenzene before the substances
enter the welt and are pumped %o the
water treatment plant, which also i
located at the watershed, Court ree
cords contain an estimate thay
1e.quipmc:u will cost about $1.3 mil.
ion.

Hamlin furlher ordercd negotia-

: 9o reservoir in Old Bridge, A ludge yas:
mmedlate cleanup of the underground facility - ’

- The cur

Phioto by Vig Yopgliy

uons with the Middlesex County Utili-
ties Authority (MCUA) to extend .o
ﬁcrm{t to dump polluted water froms
unyon Into the county sewer system,
rent perenll “expires today.
and the MCUA had planned: not io
renew it because pollaiant levels
have ﬁone 100 Algh, the {udge said.
¢ noled ‘that the comp%mies
spent 8% million in insurance fupds
over the years o pump contaiminants
dumped into the sewer systerd. Hat.
ln advised the DEPE to bring the
MCUA to court if sewer offigials de
cline to renew the permit to continue
pumping until the pew pollution
cleal?,up e&:ltlpment 18 jnstalled at the
worki )
t?agmlgu also told the DEPE 1o
develop, within 45 days, a plan to re
plenish polluted water faken from the
aquifer, roting that the inderground
water source must be rechorped with
fresh water if it is to conlinte func.

ttonin(g, '

D ordering the two companies
o begin pa,vn}g the DEPE for
Cleanup costs. Hamlin raised ‘cop.
cerns that the companics may not
nave funds readily svailable, and

placed them on a payment schedule - |

aimed a [:rowdmg cleanup monev
withuut putting the companies out of
business,
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